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The question was taken; and (two- 

thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

EASTERN MUNICIPAL WATER DIS-
TRICT RECYCLED WATER SYS-
TEM PRESSURIZATION AND EX-
PANSION PROJECT 

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 30) to amend the Reclamation 
Wastewater and Groundwater Study 
and Facilities Act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to participate in 
the Eastern Municipal Water District 
Recycled Water System Pressurization 
and Expansion Project. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 30 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Eastern Mu-
nicipal Water District Recycled Water Sys-
tem Pressurization and Expansion Project’’. 
SEC. 2. PROJECT AUTHORIZATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Reclamation Waste-
water and Groundwater Study and Facilities 
Act (Public Law 102-575, title XVI; 43 U.S.C. 
390h et seq.) is amended by adding after sec-
tion 16XX the following: 
‘‘SEC. 16XX. EASTERN MUNICIPAL WATER DIS-

TRICT RECYCLED WATER SYSTEM 
PRESSURIZATION AND EXPANSION 
PROJECT, CALIFORNIA. 

‘‘(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary, in co-
operation with the Eastern Municipal Water 
District, California, may participate in the 
design, planning, and construction of perma-
nent facilities needed to establish oper-
ational pressure zones that will be used to 
provide recycled water in the district. 

‘‘(b) COST SHARING.—The Federal share of 
the cost of the project described in sub-
section (a) shall not exceed 25 percent of the 
total cost of the project. 

‘‘(c) LIMITATION.—Funds provided by the 
Secretary shall not be used for operation or 
maintenance of the project described in sub-
section (a). 

‘‘(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $12,000,000. 

‘‘(e) SUNSET OF AUTHORITY.—The authority 
of the Secretary to carry out any provisions 
of this section shall terminate 10 years after 
the date of enactment of this section.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections in section 2 of Public Law 102-575 is 
amended by inserting after the item relating 
to section 16XX the following: 
‘‘Sec. 16XX. Eastern Municipal Water Dis-

trict Recycled Water System 
Pressurization and Expansion 
Project, California.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
California (Mrs. NAPOLITANO) and the 
gentleman from Colorado (Mr. 
LAMBORN) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 days to revise and ex-

tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill under con-
sideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

H.R. 30, as introduced by our col-
league, Mr. DARRELL ISSA from Cali-
fornia, amends the Reclamation Waste-
water and Groundwater Study and Fa-
cilities Act to authorize the Secretary 
of the Interior to participate in the 
Eastern Municipal Water District Re-
cycled Water System Pressurization 
and Expansion Project. 

This legislation will provide limited 
financial assistance to the district for 
the expansion of the Eastern Municipal 
Water District pressure zone system, a 
critical part of their water recycling 
system. The legislation will help the 
district maintain a stable, secure water 
supply to strengthen the community’s 
ability to attract business, sustain its 
economy, protect its environment, and 
deal with the community’s needs. 

I thank Mr. ISSA for his hard work on 
this legislation, and I urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting H.R. 
30. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

H.R. 30 recognizes the need to cap-
ture and treat waste runoff to meet 
growing water supply needs in arid 
Southern California. The water recy-
cling project envisioned in this legisla-
tion will help drought-proof the region 
and reduce its dependence on imported 
water from the Colorado River. 

I commend our colleague from Cali-
fornia (Mr. ISSA) for his continued lead-
ership and attention on developing new 
water supplies. I urge my colleagues to 
support this important legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the 
gentleman from California (Mr. ISSA). 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, this bill is 
not new. In fact, this is the second go- 
around for it, but that doesn’t make it 
any easier. This bill, like many in the 
last Congress, died in the Senate. 

That’s going to be different this time 
thanks to Chairman RAHALL and Rank-
ing Member YOUNG. They considered 
this, reviewed to see if there were any 
significant changes, and quickly re-
ported it out of committee. I want to 
thank them for working on a bipar-
tisan basis to do that early on. 

This is important to the people of 
Southern California. As the gentlelady, 
who will speak, hopefully, next, will 
tell you, California has water. Unfortu-
nately, we don’t capture enough, and it 
isn’t where we need it and when we 
need it. 

H.R. 30 is designed to bring some of 
that availability by significantly in-
creasing our use of recycled water, 
both helping maintain the aquifer and 
providing safe, clean water for a mul-

titude of uses for the people of South-
ern California. I urge the support of 
this bill, and I will not mention the 
other body again, except to say that I 
am looking forward to this early pas-
sage turning into an early signature by 
the President. 

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Mrs. 
NAPOLITANO) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 30. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

LOWER REPUBLICAN RIVER BASIN 
STUDY ACT 

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1025) to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to conduct a 
study to determine the feasibility of 
implementing a water supply and con-
servation project to improve water sup-
ply reliability, increase the capacity of 
water storage, and improve water man-
agement efficiency in the Republican 
River Basin between Harlan County 
Lake in Nebraska and Milford Lake in 
Kansas. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1025 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Lower Re-
publican River Basin Study Act’’. 
SEC. 2. REPUBLICAN RIVER BASIN FEASIBILITY 

STUDY. 
(a) AUTHORIZATION OF STUDY.—Pursuant to 

reclamation laws, the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, acting through the Bureau of Reclama-
tion and in consultation and cooperation 
with the States of Nebraska, Kansas, and 
Colorado, may conduct a study to— 

(1) determine the feasibility of imple-
menting a water supply and conservation 
project that will— 

(A) improve water supply reliability in the 
Republican River Basin between Harlan 
County Lake in Nebraska and Milford Lake 
in Kansas, including areas in the counties of 
Harlan, Franklin, Webster, and Nuckolls in 
Nebraska and Jewel, Republic, Cloud, Wash-
ington, and Clay in Kansas (in this section 
referred to as the ‘‘Republican River Basin’’); 

(B) increase the capacity of water storage 
through modifications of existing projects or 
through new projects that serve areas in the 
Republican River Basin; and 

(C) improve water management efficiency 
in the Republican River Basin through con-
servation and other available means and, 
where appropriate, evaluate integrated water 
resource management and supply needs in 
the Republican River Basin; and 

(2) consider appropriate cost-sharing op-
tions for implementation of the project. 

(b) COST SHARING.—The Federal share of 
the cost of the study shall not exceed 50 per-
cent of the total cost of the study, and shall 
be nonreimbursable. 
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(c) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—The Sec-

retary shall undertake the study through co-
operative agreements with the State of Kan-
sas or Nebraska and other appropriate enti-
ties determined by the Secretary. 

(d) COMPLETION AND REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), not later than 3 years after 
the date of the enactment of this section the 
Secretary of the Interior shall complete the 
study and transmit to the Congress a report 
containing the results of the study. 

(2) EXTENSION.—If the Secretary deter-
mines that the study cannot be completed 
within the 3-year period beginning on the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary— 

(A) shall, at the time of that determina-
tion, report to the Congress on the status of 
the study, including an estimate of the date 
of completion; and 

(B) complete the study and transmit to the 
Congress a report containing the results of 
the study by not later than that date. 

(e) SUNSET OF AUTHORITY.—The authority 
of the Secretary to carry out any provisions 
of this Act shall terminate 10 years after the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
California (Mrs. NAPOLITANO) and the 
gentleman from Colorado (Mr. 
LAMBORN) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill under con-
sideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

The purpose of H.R. 1025, as intro-
duced by our colleague from Kansas 
(Mr. MORAN), is to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to conduct a fea-
sibility study on the Republican River 
Basin between Harlan County Lake in 
Nebraska and Milford Lake in Kansas. 

H.R. 1025 is a cooperative agreement 
between Nebraska, Kansas, Colorado, 
and the Federal Government that calls 
for a feasibility study of water re-
sources of that river basin. The goal is 
to find new solutions to provide water 
reliability, increase the capacity of the 
current water storage, which is so im-
portant, and improve water manage-
ment efficiency. This study is impera-
tive to the responsible management of 
our water supplies. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
supporting H.R. 1025. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

H.R. 1025, introduced by our col-
leagues JERRY MORAN and ADRIAN 
SMITH, implements the Republican 
River Compact Settlement as nego-
tiated between the States of Colorado, 
Nebraska, and Kansas. This legislation 
serves as the first step to increase 

water storage and water use efficiency 
to benefit those served by the waters of 
the Republican River. 

I commend Mr. MORAN and Mr. SMITH 
for their leadership on this important 
matter. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the 
gentleman from Nebraska (Mr. SMITH). 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. I thank the 
gentleman for yielding me time and 
bringing this bill forward today. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1025 would author-
ize one of the requirements of the Re-
publican River Compact Settlement 
negotiated between the States of Ne-
braska, Kansas and Colorado and ap-
proved by the Supreme Court in 2003. It 
is not only necessary to ensure the 
States remain in compliance with this 
agreement, but to make certain the ag-
riculture, industrial and domestic use 
of the water is carried out in the most 
efficient and effective manner possible. 

The Lower Republican River Basin 
Study will examine how to better uti-
lize opportunities to increase water 
storage in the river basin. I am hopeful 
the results of this study will lead to an 
increase in water availability while we 
continue to encourage more efficient 
water use. 

As many of you know, especially 
those from the Midwest, the current 
water shortage has made this a very 
critical issue for my congressional dis-
trict. So if we can, through this study, 
allocate more water, allocate water 
more effectively, it will help farmers, 
ranchers, municipalities both in Ne-
braska and Kansas in the long term. 

I want to thank Mr. RAHALL, Mr. 
YOUNG, and the Natural Resources 
Committee staff for bringing forth this 
bill. I appreciate the cooperation on 
both sides of the aisle. I urge Members 
of Congress to approve this legislation. 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in support of H.R. 1025, the Lower Republican 
River Basin Study Act. I would like to thank 
Chairman Rahall and the Resources Com-
mittee for helping to bring this legislation be-
fore the House today. 

The timing of this legislation is significant, 
not only for farmers in Kansas who have dealt 
with successive years of drought and de-
creased water supplies, but because the re-
spective states have already appropriated 
funds for the current fiscal year to conduct the 
feasibility study authorized by this legislation. 

H.R. 1025 is a product of the Republican 
River Compact Settlement. That settlement re-
sulted from litigation filed by the State of Kan-
sas against the States of Nebraska and Colo-
rado in 1998 because required amounts of 
water were not reaching Kansas under the 
Republican River Compact terms. In 2003, the 
Republican River Compact Settlement brought 
that litigation to an end. 

The Settlement was signed not only by the 
party States, but also administration officials 
and was subsequently approved by the United 
States Supreme Court in 2003. As part of that 
Settlement, the Parties agreed to have the 
Secretary of the Interior conduct a study to de-
termine the feasibility of implementing water 
supply and conservation projects in the Re-
publican River Basin below Harlan Reservoir. 

In accordance with the Settlement Agreement, 
H.R. 1025 provides that the cost of the study 
will be shared between the Federal Govern-
ment and the States of Kansas and Nebraska. 

As of today, the States have done their part 
under the settlement agreement. In fact, my 
home State of Kansas has already appro-
priated funds for the current fiscal year. I also 
understand that Mr. Smith’s State of Nebraska 
has done the same. 

Mr. Speaker, all that remains is for the Fed-
eral Government to meet its obligation under 
the settlement agreement. The feasibility study 
is desperately needed to increase water avail-
ability and encourage more efficient water use 
and delivery systems. 

The Lower Republican Basin has a history 
of periodic droughts and water shortages. The 
upper third of the Kansas Bostwick Irrigation 
District, which lies above Lovewell Reservoir, 
received limited water allocations in 2003 and 
no water allocations in 2004 and 2005. 

Producers in the lower two-thirds of the 
Kansas Bostwick Irrigation District have also 
experienced water shortages since 2003. 
Irrigators in this portion of the District have 
only received half of the base supply they 
were supposed to receive. The project facili-
ties in the Lower Republican River Basin are 
over 50 years old. Changed hydrological con-
ditions and aging facilities require better utili-
zation of limited water supplies. 

Mr. Speaker, the feasibility study authorized 
by H.R. 1025 is not only necessary to ensure 
the states remain in compliance with an inter-
state compact, but also to ensure the eco-
nomic viability of the rural communities that 
rely on delivery of a consistent supply of 
water, and I urge Members to approve this 
legislation. 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Mrs. 
NAPOLITANO) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1025. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this question will be 
postponed. 

f 

ALASKA WATER RESOURCES ACT 
OF 2007 

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1114) to require the Secretary 
of the Interior, acting through the Bu-
reau of Reclamation and the United 
States Geological Survey, to conduct a 
study on groundwater resources in the 
State of Alaska, and for other pur-
poses. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1114 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
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